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Speaking Notes for  

Chief Medical Officer of Jamaica, Dr. Jacquiline Bisasor McKenzie 

Ministry of Health & Wellness, New Kingston  

Thursday, October 7, 2021 at 4:00 PM 

 

 Ladies and gentlemen 

 Members of the media 

 Good afternoon  

 

THE COVID-19 THREAT 

COVID-19 remains a clear and present danger to Jamaica and we must persist in 

our efforts to prevent severe illness, hospitalization and death associated with this 

disease. 

 

Although trending down, Hospitalizations remain high while the number of 

infections and deaths continue to rise. In the last 24 hours, some 669 persons 

were in hospital, 460 of that number confirmed positives and 209 suspected.  

Also in the last day, the island recorded 214 new COVID-19 infections and 

confirmed 21 deaths, which occurred between September 2 and October 3, 

2021.  

17 of the 21 deaths were in unvaccinated persons; 3 were unknown; one had 

received first dose of a Covid vaccine. 

The total number of infections since the first case was discovered last year 

now stands at 85,475 while the death toll has moved to 1,9,64. 

 

ISOLATION CAPACITY  
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The latest hospital census indicates that EIGHT hospitals were in the red alert 

zone for COVID-19 isolation capacity, which means they have reached 

capacity greater than or equal to 84%: 

 Port Maria (300%) 

 St. Ann’s Bay (87%) 

 Annotto Bay (140%) 

 Mandeville Regional (117%) 

 Black River (104%) 

 May Pen (262%) 

 Lionel Town (91%) 

 Spanish Town (115%) 

 

 

DAILY ADMISSIONS  

We are now seeing an increase in daily admissions to hospital. In the last 

seven days, admissions moved from a low of 62 on Sunday, October 3 to 104 

yesterday- Wednesday, October 6, 2021.  

 

VACCINATION STATUS 

Up to 3:30 pm today, we had administered 809,471 doses of vaccines. Of that 

number, 512,405 were first doses, 265,363 were second doses and 31,703 were 

single doses (Johnson & Johnson). 

 

Number of persons due their second dose of AstraZeneca 
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 76,006 due their second dose this month (Oct 1-Oct 30). 

 Just over 100,000 persons who have due date for second dose before Oct 1 

have not received it. 

These persons must visit a vaccination site to get their second dose of Astra Zeneca. As the Christmas 

season approaches, we want to ensure that there is a decrease in the need for hospitalizations for Covid 

19. The vaccine will protect you against serious illness, hospitalizations and deaths. 

 

SECOND DOSES FOR PHIZER 

The MOHW regrets to advise that we have not yet received any new doses of Phizer vaccine. We had 

initially extended the dose interval to 42 days or 6 weeks but now there is a further extension. 

 

Starting Saturday, persons will be in the sixth week after the first dose. 

 

We want to advise persons that they will receive the second dose as soon as we receive it. 

 

They will not have to start over the course. 

 

They will have developed some immunity from the first dose. 

 

The first recommendation from the WHO is 21 – 28 daysfor the second dose of the Phizer vaccine. 

 

However, the WHO does acknowledge that persons may wait up to 12 weeks to receive second dose in 

situations where there is scarcity of supply. They advise that the second dose should be given as soon as 

it is available. 

 

We note that  several countries including US, Canada, United Kingdom, Denmark, Norway, France have 

opt to use an extended period for the second dose as they chose to offer protection to more people as 

early as possible.  
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The Phizer vaccine has been shown to have an efficacy rate as high as  85 % after the first dose so 

persons who have received one dose will have protection.  

 

There is one small study that has not yet been published that shows an increase in immune response 

that is higher after receiving the second dose of the vaccine after 12 wweks. 

 

While it is the circumstances of not receiving the doses at the expected time that has resulted in the 

delay, we want to reassure persons that they have some immunity and that they will get the vaccine as 

soon as it arrives. We are expecting supplies from the US and from Covax. While we have no definite 

date on the arrival of the US supply, the Covax supply is expected in 2-4 weeks and will be enough to 

cover second doses. 

 

 

ACCESS TO VACCINES  

 63 fixed vaccination sites across the island  

 11 Private Firms  

 PSVI  

 Mobile Units & Pop-Up Blitz at Offices and Town Centres. 

 

REGISTRATION OF THE ELDERLY, DISABLED & SHUT-INS 

 

 A new electronic solution, this one for the Registration of the 

Elderly/Disabled Shut-ins to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. 

 

 Web address -  moh.gov.jm/eldervaccination 

 

HOW THE TOOL WORKS 

 This online form is completed for each elderly/disabled shut-in who is 

seeking to be vaccinated. The tool allows the person completing the form to 



                                                                                                  
 
 

5 | P a g e  
 

indicate that the person being registered is in an institution or a private 

home.  

 

 The Parish Health Department will review the geographic distribution of the 

registrants and makes contact by telephone in order to confirm an authentic 

request and to schedule and undertake the visit to the home or institution 

for the vaccination intervention. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING REMARKS 

 

It is critical that we continue to adhere to the COVID-19 protocols that have been 

put in place to reduce the spread of this virus. These protocols still apply, whether 

you have received your first or second dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.  

 

Further, if you are ill, you must stay home. If you have a cough or cold, sore throat, 

sneezing, runny nose, PLEASE, stay home.  

 

We are already seeing that persons are letting down their guard. We do not want 

to see increased restrictions. To prevent this we must take personal responsibility 

to adhere to the Covid precautions. 

 

Please do your best to prevent another surge; to prevent more hospitalizations and 

deaths. 

 

The journey to getting back to the things we love may be rocky, ladies and 

gentlemen, but through collective action, we can and will get there. 
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Thank you. 
 


